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Our Home, our Country, and our Brother Man 


POTATO ROT.---THEORIES. 

The potato rot has shewn itself among us 
once more, but not so extensively as in some 
years. The fact of its appearance however, has 
revived many of the old theories with regard to 
its cause, and in addition we have some new 
ones or modifications of old ones. 

The fungus theory,—the bug theory,—the at- 
mospheric theory,—and the electric theory, have 
each their advocates and remedies, but still the 
rot continues and still new theories are brought 
forward. The one now most prominent is the 
bug theory, of Mr. Henderson, of Buffalo, N. 
Y. Itis no new thing to ascribe this disease to 
the action of insects. But Mr. H. seems to have 
been more observing and systematized his theory 
much better than many others have. He has 
published his theory in the Scientitic American 
and other papers, and we understand is going to 
Europe to make it known, and endeavor to ob- 
tain some reward for his discoveries. If his the- 
oy be true and his remedies effectual, he is de- 
serving a liberal reward. 

We fear that he may be mistaken, and that 
his proposed remedies will fail. Still we would 
not judge without a fair trial. 

The following from the Scientific American is 
an abridgement of his own story. The insect 
aceused of the mischief is called by naturalists 
Phyctoris Linealaris :— 


“If a ‘tuber be examined with a microscope 
just before planting, on it may be seen a small 
yellowish translucent oval object, secured as is 
common with insects eggs, by a gummy substance 
to the potato. This will produce unsound pota- 
toes, and the egg is that of the Phyctoris. When 
the tuber is planted at the ordinary depth, the 
egg hatches; but if the potato is planted deep, 
the egg is killed, and therefore, deep planting is 
one remedy, because air and light are prevented 
from coming to the delicate egg. In six days 
the shell opens, and out comes the small insect 
without wings, from about the twentieth to the 
twelfth of an inch long. It has six perfect legs, 
two attennz, a proboscis, and a pair of brilliant 
black eyes. The proboscis contains three tubes, 
through one of which it sucks up the juice of 
the plant for its nutriment ; through another, it 
probably ejects a poison into the plant for its 
nutriment; and through the other it may per- 
form the part of respiration. The insect from 
two anda half to three months feeds on the 
plant, and it gets wings when the vine has at- 
tained its full growth. All this time it has been 
absorbing the nutritive juices and injecting a 
poison into the plant. 

‘“‘The winged insect tired of its dark under- 
ground quarters, moves a few stories higher, and 
settles himself upon the leaves of the vine. 
They naturally attack the leaves and the main 
stem, which, having their juices taken from them, 
wither and die, leaving little save their cilicious 
and carbonaccous skeletons, and producing the 
appearance of the rot. The best evidence that a 
poison is also injected into the plant, is found in 
the fact that fungi in great abundance make 
their appearance, and these, as is well known, 
are generally the result of putrefactive fermenta- 
tion. Sometimes, in cold and stormy weather 
the insect again descends and feeds upon the po- 
tato, which by this time is covered with fungi 
also. In the winter they emigrate, and nestling 
among the warm leaves of the mullen plant, en- 
deavor to keep alive until the succeeding spring. 
Mr. Henderson has been engaged observing these 
insects since 1850, although for five years pre- 
viously he had investigated the causes of the po- 
tato rot. 

Mr. Henderson’s simple remedies are killing 
the egg by sprinkling quick-lime upon the seed 
potatoes,—preventing its development by deep 
planting, by hoeing up well around the vines, 
and filling up the cracks in the soil by pressure 
—or preserving an old Scotch method of planting, 
which is as follows: The ground is plowed about 
a foot deep, the manure put in with three or 
four inches of soil on that, and then the potatoe 
planted. Crops set in this way have never fuiled 
—the vines sometimes being attacked, but the 
tubers always remaining sound.”’ 


The editor of Goward’s Register, in commenting 
on Mr. Henderson’s alleged discovery, makes 
the following remarks :— 


‘This is Mr. Henderson’s discovery, and we 
beg leave to say that in our judgment, it is no 
discovery atall. He has formed a theory and 
gone to work with a determination to make facts 
conform to it, and to use only that class of facts 
which by any construction did conform to it.— 
There have been a hundred more plausible 
theories than this, which have been more plau- 
sibly explained and in which we place more re- 
liance; but they, with this, lack probability. 
They do not present a sufficient cause to account 
for the sudden and simultaneous appearance of 
the rot throughout the northern United States 
and northern Europe. It cannot be that, for 
sixty or seventy years since the introduction 
of the potato, up to the time of the universal 
rot, this Phyctoris withheld its ravages, and 
then, on a sudden, spread blight and destruction 
over potato fields everywhere. This is what 
Mr. Henderson’s theory leads to, and such a sup- 
position supposes unity of purpose and concerted 
action among the insects, which upon the mere 
statement, is simply preposterous.”’ 

To these remarks he adds a theory of his own, 
the gest of which is, that the reproductive prin- 
ciple of the potato has been exhausted by plant- 
ing tubers for a long series of years, and that the 
true remedy is to cultivate new tubers or va- 
rieties from the seed. 

We will add one more theory at this time 
which we borrow from a writer in the Co 
Gentleman. He says— 

“Lam fully convinced that the potato rot is 
caused by electricity, which produces nitric acid 
in the atmosphere, (see the writings of Dr. Ure, 


untry 


and Professor Johnston,) and that this delete- 
rious agent, being condensed by the cold nights 
wiich sometimes succeed the warm days of July 
and August, is attracted by the globules of dew, 
or drops of rain, and is in this manner con- 
veyed to the potatoes, and begins its attack on 
the leaves of the plant in such places as the dew 
or rain lodges, and then extends to the stems 
and tubers, in the same manner as mortification 
extends in the human frame from diseased parts 
to sound ones. The blight, which is the fore- 
runner of rot, generally appears after lightning, 
and sometimes after the disappearance of heavy 
fogs, which, according to the recent discoveries 
of Mr. Crosse, the eminent electrician, are 
heavily charged with electricity. It is well known 


4that hardy, early varieties of the potato, which 


have been planted in time, and well managed, 
generally withstand the rot, and are harvested 
perfectly sound and good, while delicate varieties, 
especially those which have been planted late, 
or retarded by improper management of any 
kind, are mostly destroyed. On this account 
several plans of forcing the tubers, in grder to 
make them vegetate early, have been adopted. 
The London market gardeners have extensive 
ranges of sheds erected for the purpose of forcing 
the sets and making them sprout somewhat in 
advance of the spring. These sheds are heated by 
stoves, and when the sets have sprouted, to the 
length of three or four inches, they are taken 
down from the shelves carefully, and placed in 
drills which have been prepared to receive them, 
the tops of the sprouts just reaching to the sur- 
face ; in this position they continue to grow, and 
outstrip those which have been planted in the 
usual method. In this manner the principal 
part of the early crop is raised; and it has been 
remarked that potatoes so managed which have 
been allowed to remain in the ground until they 
are fully ripe, are never destroyed by the rot, as 
they are ripe and out of danger before the malady 
makes its appearance.”’ 

Brother Miner of the Rural American, who is 
some on potatoes, says of this theory as follows : 

‘*We consider the above theory as near the 
truth as we shall ever get. When we take into 
consideration that the potato vines of whole 
counties are struck simultaneously on the same 
night with blight, that fact goes a good way to- 
wards establishing this theory.”’ 





MINERALS IN BREAD. 

Did you ever think how much mineral matter 
is eaten in bread? We donot mean the mineral 
matter which is contained in wheat, rye, or corn, 
which constitutes a necessary ingredient of it, 
but we mean the extra quantity that is put into 
it, when the flour is manufactured into bread, 
consisting of saleratus, cream of tartar, alum, 
orlime. One or other of the above mineral 
matters are used. Tons and tons of saleratus 
are used every year, in all our towns and cities 
—put into bread and eaten more of less of it 
three times per day. Now, it is a serious ques- 
tion, if all this be actually necessary; and if it 
be necessary to add something of the kind, which 
is the most harmless? 


We believe they are generally used to neutral- 
ize the acid in the bread which is formed by the 
fermentation of the paste in what is called ‘‘ris- 
ing.’’ If thisjbe the case, the question may then 
oceur,—which mineral is the most harmless ? 

It has been the custom in England, and per- 
haps in this country, for millions to add alum to 
flour, for the purpose when the flour is worked 
into bread, to cause a coagulation of the gluten, 
rendering it white and delicate. 

The alum however, we all know is injurious to 
the health of those who eat much of it. Some- 
time ago, Licbig, in his experiments and research- 
eson this subject, ascertained that limewater 
used in mixing flour was equally as good as 
alum for the purposes above specified, and com- 
paratively harmless in its operation on the sys- 
tem. The following was the announcement of 
the fact made at the time in the Country Gentle- 
man :— 

A correspondent of the Scotsman who has re- 
cently visited Munich, states that Liebig has dis- 
covered that water saturated with lime, has the 
same effect as alum in coagulating the gluten of 
flour, and rendering the bread beautifully white. 
English millers have long used large quantities 
of alum for this purpose, although it is known 
to be injurious to the health of the consumers. 
Lime has no deleterious effect. It removes all 
acidity from the dough, and supplies an element 
needed in the structure of bones, and which is 
defficient in wheaten flour, and still more so in 
rye. The writer says, he ‘‘ate bread made by it 
Liebig’s house, and it was excellent.’? He uses 
5 lbs. of water saturated with lime to 19 lbs. of 
flour. No change is necessary in the process of 
baking. Lime water may be easily made by 
pouring hot water on to quick lime stirring it 
till it has dissolved all it will, and then pouring 
off the clear liquor. Itshould be made as wanted, 
or kept in a closed vessel, as it gradually attracts 
carbonic acid from the atmosphere and deposits a 
sediment. Will some of our readers try it and 
report the result? 





For the Maine Farmer. 
PIGS IN THE BARNYARD.--QUERY. 

Mr. Epitor.—I wish to inquire if hogs or 
pigs will receive any injury from being kept in a 
cowyard where there is a plenty of cattle ma- 
nure. My neighbors and others tell me that 
they have lost both hogs and pigs from being 
kept in the cowyard. 

1 keep a plenty of thatch in my yard to ab- 
sorb all the liquid, and it is very convenient for 
me to have my hogsrunin the yard. Now, I 
would like to know if this is so, and if it be true 
what is the cause, and also the remedy. 

Which is the best way to preserve green cu- 
cumbers ? Supscriper.” 

Woolwich, Aug. 20th, 1858. 


Norr. We have kept hogs in the manner 
above specified, and never had any trouble with 
them, nor lost any in consequence of being in 
such enclosure. Perhaps others can tell a dif- 
ferent story. 

We think the cheapest and most efficient way 
of preserving green cucumbers is to pack them 
down in salt. Perhaps the new preserving cans 
will preserve them green and fresh, but we can- 
not say as to that. Ep. 
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Buckeye Rotating Harrow. 








The above is a representation of the ‘* Buck- | 
rye Rotatinc Harrow,” recently patented by | 
Wm. DeWitt and 0. D. Barrett, of Cleveland, 
Ohio. The toothed frame is made of suitable 
sized timber, halved together, and fastened by | 
the teeth, which have shoulders that come’ 
against the lower side of the timbers and nuwfs on | 
the upper side. Thecenter-piece, 1, is made fast 
to the toothed frame by means of the cast plate, | 
3. The thimble, 2, has a flange on its lower end, 
by which it is firmly bolted to the draft bar, 4. 
The weighted arm is held on either side by the 
draft-bar, and at right angles to it by means of | 
a hook, as represented. A weight of twenty-five | 
or thirty pounds is placed in the box on the’ 
weighted arm. This weight causes the teeth un- 
der it to sink deeper in the ground than the rest. | 
As the Harrow is drawn forward, they meet 
with more resistance, and conse- 
quently cause it to rotate horizon- 
tally, pulverizing the ground com- 
pletely, requiring less force to draw 
it than it would did it not rotate. 


claim for this Harrow, are as fol- 
lows :— 


Ist. It will do twice as much as 
the common Harrow in pulverizing 
the soil, without any extra labor 
for the team. 


Harrow. 

3d. It is adapted to all kinds of soil, and can 
be operated like the common Harrow, by taking 
off the weight. This is of advantage only in re- 
ference to newly turned up sod, requiring to be 
harrowed with the furrows. 

4th. By the rotating motion, the teeth are 
made to move in every conceivable direction, 
consequently, they sharpen themselves. 

5th. This [arrow leaves the ground smooth 
and even, as it is impossible to clog it, consequent- 
ly stones, roots, vines, or other things, cannot 
be dragged along by it, to leave the ground in 
furrows as it frequently is by the common Iar- 
row. 

For further information see advertisement in 
another column, or address John H. Allen, Bid- 
deford, Me., agent for the patentees. 





TYING UP CATTLE. 

Which are best for fastening cattle in stalls, 
chains or stanchions? We feel some interest in 
this question,—we have been in the practice of 
using chains. They certainly are easy for the 
cattle, giving them a good deal of latitude, or 
freedom of motion, and keeping them secure. 
The stanchion mode is cheaper ; stanchions keep 
the cattle secure, but they confine the animal in 
his motions. He cannot twist his head on each 
side and put his nose in or out of the crib as he 
can when fastened by the chain, neither can he 
move much, backward and forwards. It there- 
fore keeps the cattle more closely, and prevents 
their robbing one another when foddered, or be- 
coming so dirty when they lie down. They are 
very circumscribed in their motions, and their 
noses must always be over their mangers. In 
this respect, for certain purposes, the stanchions 
must be better than chains. We would like to 
have the opinion of farmers who have tried both 
modes. 





STARKS AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

We are indebted to a correspondent for an 
account of the formation of a town agricultural 
society, by the farmers of Starks, ata meeting 
held at the village school house. 

The meeting was organized by the choice of 
L. G. Smith, Esq., chairman, and Jacob F. Fred- 
eric, Secretary. The following officers were 
then chosen: President, L. G. Smith ; Secretary, 
J. F. Frederic ; Treasurer, A. W. Smith; Trus- 
tees, W. P. Felker, J. G. Brown, O. W. Greaton. 

It was voted to have a town Cattle Show, and 
Saturday, Sept. 18, was fixed upon as the time 
for holding it. Messrs. C. G. True, A. W. 
Smith, E. Williamson, T. Buswell, and E. L. 
Greenleaf, were chosen a committee of arrange- 
ments. 

The following committees were appointed : 

On working Oxen, §c—W. W. Waugh, J. 
If. Smith, Wm. F. Brown, 

On Draft Oven—J. G. Waugh, D. M. Nor- 
ton, J. S. Collins. 

On Bulls and Bull Calves—P. Tupper, A. B. 
Folsom, A. L. Fish. 

On Cows—C. L. Manter, R. 
Quimby. 

On Heifers and Heifer Calves—S. D. Greenleaf, 
L. M. Greaton, L. G. Sawyer. 

On two and three years old Steers—Wm. P. 
Felker, G. Greenleaf, G. Ladd. 

On yearling Steers and Steer Calves—I. With- 
am, Simon Tupper, J. V. Frederic. 

On Horses—B. Uilton. E. Williamson, W. C. 
Greenleaf. 

Before adjournment, remarks were made by 
James G. Waugh, and othets, upon the proprie- 
ty of forming a Farmers’ Club, the coming win- 
ter, in connection with the Society. We can 
assure our farmer friends in Starks, or in any 


Nichols, A. 















Manufactured & sold 


’ . a by R.L. ALLEN, 191 
The advantages the patentees Water-st., New-York 


2d. It is the strongest Harrow built, and | 
does not cost as much as the common jointed | 
| clogging from weeds or potato tops, and it wil 





other town, that if they once give the Farmers’ 


can be no pleasanter or more profitable way of 
passing the long winter evenings, than these so- 
cieties afford. The Starks Agricultural Society 
has our best wishes for its prosperity, and we 
hope to have an account of the doings at its first 
exhibition, next Saturday. 

ALLEN’S NEW POTATO DIGGER. 

We present, herewith, a cut of a new agricul- 
tural implement, from the manufactory of R. L. 
Allen, New York. It is as its name implies, in- 
tended to assist the farmer in gathering his crop 
of potatoes, and will greatly facilitate the opera- 
tion. It is light, (weighing only 85lhbs.,) of 
light draft, and simple in its construction, and 
with a pair of horses or oxen, and a boy to drive, 
will dig potatoes as fast as twenty men can pick 
them up, turning them out so clean that not 
- R. L. ALLEN’S 


New Potato Digger, 
Patent applied for, 








= DAR-CO we 
one bushel in fifty is left uncovered. The stand- 
ard is so high as to allow it to work well without 


work well on all soils, side hills, or among stones 
and stumps. The price is only $10. 

This is also recommended as a cultivator and 
weeding plough. It will be on exhibition at the 
State Fair, when our readers can have an oppor- 
tunity of examining it. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
LYCEUMS. 

‘Tt has truly been said that ‘‘all change is not 
improvement,’’ and it seems to me that the 
change from the Lyceum of a few years ago, to 
the present system of public lectures, is an il- 
lustration of this proverb. For the last few 
years every little village has felt itself called up- 
on to listen, ata cost of from ten to one hundred 
dollars per hour, to some imported ‘big gun,’’ 
no matter what he had to say, or how he said it, 
no matter whether the speaker be grave or gay, 
graceful or awkward, no matter whether his sub- 
ject be above or below or within the comprehen- 
sion of either himself or his audience; no matter, 
all mouths are open to swallow the dose, and all 
tongues ready to cry, ‘‘great is the mighty ora- 
tor, the Honorable Tom Noodle !”’ 

It is really pitiable to think how that most 
patient animal, the public, has been humbugged 
in this matter of lectures. How much money it 
has paid for the merest dishwater, and how ter- 
ribly its intellectual taste has been vitiated by 
imbibing such immense quantities of this liter- 
ary dishwater, these are subjects for some future 
historians who shall write what has not yet been 
written, a real history of the people. 

In the expressive language of De Faste Boie, 
this system of itinerating lecturers has been ‘‘run 
into the ground,’’ and now the most sensible 
thing we can do is to go back to the good old 
Lyceum. The true test of education is not what 
aman has swallowed, but what he can spit out. 
Now let us apply this test to ourselves. Let us 
see if we can get upa good spicy debate every 
week or two weeks. Let the Ladies see if they 
can get up a spicy paper to be read each lyceum 
evening, ([ really ought to beg their pardon for 
using the word if in connection with them.) If 
we want a few lectures, let us get them up our- 
selves. Why not? Is there not in every village, 
yes, in every school district almost, men who by a 
little thought and reading can prepare themselves 
to talk intelligently and instructively for a half 
hour upon some subject of public interest ? 

This plan was successfully tried in Haverhill, 
Mass., last winter. For several years previous, 
the usual series of peripatetic literary mounte- 
banks had been paid for, gazed at, and their 
stale wit laughed at. Last fall a few young men 
resolved to have an old fashioned Lyceum, so the 
Town Hall was engaged, questions prepared, dis- 
putants appointed, &c., and the masculine pub- 
lic informed that it could enjoy the intellectual 
feast by the payment of five cents per head, femi- 
ninity being cordially invited ‘‘free gratis for 
nothing.’’ Of coursemany prophesied ‘*failure,”’ 
‘‘you won't get out an audience,”’ &e., but it 
didn’t fail, on the contrary, the Hall was often 
overcrowded, and always well filled. 

As a change, several ‘‘home made’’ lectures 
were given, and enjoyed too. Many were heard 
to remark after listening to a lecture by a neigh- 
bor, ‘*Why who, would have thought plain Mr. 
Towns Man could speak so well. I declare, I 
believe he really gave us a more pleasant and 
profitable lecture than the Honorable Crackt 
Upp, Esq., did last year.’’ 

Nor did the interest flag towards spring, as 
many said it would, but many deigned to ‘‘lend 
a helping hand”’ after its success was sure, who 
had held aloof at first. 

Now, “‘young men and maidens’ of Maine, 
(including their juniors and Seniors,) for the ap- 


plication. If you want a pleasant and instruct- 
ive series of evening entertainments, don’t hire a 
series of ‘‘Star’’ lecturers at a great cost to come 
and talk to you, as the people of Haverhill did 
winter before last, but just get up a Lyceum, as 
the people of Haverhill did last year. 

S. K. T. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
JOTTINGS FROM SANDY RIVER. 

On account of wet weather the first part of 
haying time in this vicinity hay has come in 
much better than was at first expected. It is 
not, however, quite equal to last year’s crop in 
bulk, but of superior quality. 

The first plea I remember seeing for witchgrass 
in print, appeared in the Farmer, Sept. 2, from 
J.D. Hill. I have even, till of late, looked up- 
on it as the gardener’s disgrace ; but, through 
its almost spontaneous growth, it gave me two 
or three tons of the best of hay this year ; where, 
under the unavoidable existing circumstances, 
there would have been none, had not this despised 
grass volunteered a crop. It makes the best of 
hay when cut in season, and, bulk for bulk, is, 
at least, worth one-fifth more than herdsgrass or 
clover hay. It is said that sheep pasturing will 
destroy it in two or three years. I have seen it 
‘killed out,’’ by covering the ground tightly 
with boards, throughout one season. 

Corn has obtained a good growth generally, 
but is very backward. The frost, in some lo- 
calities, has whitened it before its golden age had 
arrived ; but a warm September will give usa 
good crop. 

Wheat, oats, and other grains, are about an 
average crop. The rust bas and will hurt, and 
even about spoil some pieces of wheat and oats, 
especially wheat that was late sown to avoid the 
depredations of the weevil. 

Potatoes are rotting in some places and some 
kinds worse than others, but not as badly yet as 
last year. The rust is putting a stop to their 
growth rapidly. Some pieces [ have seen where 
the frost has ‘*‘ nipped’’ them enough to stop 
their growth. 


Apples are coming in better than last year.— 
Berries and plums have been generally bountiful, 
though the strawberry was very scarce indeed. 

Fall feed is, and has the appearance of being, 
very good, which will be favorable for saving 
hay and other feed for winter use, as well as fat- 
ting beef and mutton, which is another quite an 
item with us. Em Tree Farm. 

Phillips, September 8, 1858. 








GRASSHOPPERS AND PLOVER. 

For some time past the farmers of the whole 
region adjacent to Philadelphia have been loudly 
complaining of the vast swarms of grasshoppers 
infesting their fields, and devouring every green 
thing. A personal view of some of the sections 
afflicted thus has satisfied us of the justice of the 
complaints, by showing the thoroughly destruc- 
tive character of the ravages. Inthe midst of 
this calamity a most remarkable Providential re- 
lief has been afforded by the sudden appearance 
of immense flocks of plover, which have spread 
themselves over the fields, and devoured with 
avidity the grasshoppers. Some of them have 
been shot to test the matter, and their crops have 
been found full of grasshoppers. The ravages of 
the latter soon cease wherever the flocks of plover 
appear, as the great numbers and voracity of the 
bird renders them more than a match for the in- 
sects. 

Up to this visitation the only relief from this 
calamity was in the eagerness with which the 
fowls devoured the grasshoppers. Turkeys, the 
most efficient adversaries of these insects—because 
the largest and most active—have thriven wonder- 
fully upon them. So have the ducks, geese and 
chickens. But these were in numbers altogether 
inadequate to cope with the enormous swarms en- 
gaged in eating up the farmers’ crops. And the 
visitation of the plover is therefore a most timely 
interposition. When the Mormon settlements at 
the Salt Lake suffered so feequently from the same 
insects, they found relief similarly in immense 
flocks of gulls which came from the lake, and 
swept away the grasshoppers. This was regarded 
by the Mormonsas a miracle, performed by Prov- 
idence as a special favor to his chosen people, 
the Latter Day Saints. 

[Philadelphia North American. 





RE-SEEDING MEADOWS. 

The Ohio Farmer recommends the following 
mode of re-seeding meadows : 

Spread well-rotted manure over the meadows, 
either early in the spring, or at the commence- 
ment of the fall rains, and let this be followed 
by thorough harrowing, and afterwards rolling 
in the spring. If meadows are well-harrowed 
in the latter part of April, and grass seed sown 
upon them, and then rolled, the seed sown will 
readily grow. 

If the meadows absolutely need plowing, we 

should prefer to wait until the fall; then plow, 
and give the land the benefit of the winter's 
frost. In the latter part of March, sow barley, 
and after it is well up, or about the first of May, 
sow about four lbs. of red clover, and half a 
bushel of orchard grass to the acre, with a pro- 
portion of any other grasses desired, and then 
roll. Or, instead of barley, spring wheat may 
at the proper time be sown, if preferred. Either 
of these crops are favorable to the growth of 
grass, shading it but little. 
There are several reasons why meadows re- 
quire re-seeding. One is this: under bad man- 
agement the crop of hay is annually carried off, 
while no manure is supplied to the land to main- 
tain its fertility. Another reason is, the almost 
universal preference given to timothy, which 
though excellent is not a perennial grass, and is 
therefore very difficult to retain for a succession 
of years. 





Atvuinum. Aluminum is now much used for 
jewelry, especially bracelets, pins, and combs; in 
cabinet making it is excellent for inlaid work ; 
its lightness renders it extremely cenveniet for 
pencil-holders, thimbles, seals, small statues, 
medallions, vases and the like; also for spectacles, 
as it eoes not blachen the shin, like silver. But 
one of its most useful applications consist in 
ufing it for reflectors of gas lamps, since it re- 
sists the effects of sulphurous emanations, which 





silver and brassdonot. [Galignani’s Messenger. 


“SOME PUNKINS.” 


A PARODY. 





Ain—The summer days are coming.” 


The Pumpkin time is coming, 
Green Corn’s going out; 
The frogs are gaily humming, 
And the roaches are about 
We have had our time of green peas, 
We have known the pleasant taste, 
Of the duck, with back of canvass, 
In rich sauce so nicely placed. 
But the Pumpkin time is coming, &c. 


The minstrel of the moonlight. 
The darned musquito, 
Now sings bis month of music 
In our mansions high or low. 
And what though he stings sharply, 
As the night comes slowly on— 
We'll hunt him round our chamber, 
And he may get dropped upon. 
Oh! the Pumpkin time is coming, &c. 


We'll rise for market early, 
Before the Sun hath dried 
The dew-drops, that will sparkle 
On the Pumpkins brave outside. 
And when the blaze of noonday 
Glares upon the thirsty flowers, 
We will seek a welcome covert 
With the Pumpkin that is ours. 
Yes, the Pumpkin time is coming, &c. 











‘THE BEST BREEDS. 

‘“‘Which do you consider the best breed of 
horses !”’ 

‘*What breed of horses would you recommend 
me to get ?’’ 

‘‘Which breed of sheep is most profitable ?”’ 

“T want to get some improved hogs; what 
breed do I want ?"’ 

This isa specimen chapter of the queries we 
are constantly receiving. They show in an un- 
mistakable manner that there is a growing de- 
mand for better stock, but they show that many 
farmers do not consider this fact, namely: that 
the breed which is the best for one purpose, or 
one locality, is not adapted for all others. They 
make no distinction or classification. 

Every one who contemplates breeding fine ani- 
mals, should ask himself this question : 

‘‘For what purpose doI desire to raise these 
animals ?”’ 

He should fix in his mind the object to be 
reached ; then make his inquiries and selections, 
having constant reference to the object through- 
out—and he will not fail to make his enterprise 
satisfactory and profitable. 

The best horse for the farm would not be the 
best horse to breed for the road or carriage. For 
the former purpose even, there may well be a sub- 
classification. On large farms, where there is 
much heavy work to be done, large heavy horses, 
such as the Clydesdale stock, would be preferred; 
but for small farms, a cross of the Morgan 
stallion on our large common mares, brings an 
animal of respectable size, well developed in 
muscle, hardy, and usually of a tractable temper. 

For the carriage, the Morgans are well adapted, 
possessing hardy, flinty constitutions all action 
and endurance, mild and tractable ia disposition. 

The perfect carriage horse, however, is the pro- 
duce of a cross of the thorough bred on the best 
Kentucky mares. In this animal we get fine ac- 
tion, lofty and noble bearing, speed and endur- 
ance, though generally less mildness of temper 
than in the Morgan, yet this depends much on 
early training and use. 

The Morgans lack what may be termed exten- 
sion of outline—so that before the carriage, ob- 
serving the rapid, lightning-like movements of 
the feet, you are constantly reminded of the pony. 

Their good qualities are in a manner latent, 
more discernible to the understanding than to 
the eyes of the beholder. 

In breeding cattle, climate and keep are prime 
considerations, In high latitudes—rugged climes 
—where animals are often subjected to hard keep, 
we do not hesitate to recommend the North Devon 
as the best of all breeds, whether for beef, work, 
milk or beauty. 

But in milder latitudes, with corresponding pro- 
fuseness of vegetation, the short horns stand pre- 
eminent in the judgment of most men. Their 
large size, early maturity and perfection of form, 
are qualities which recommend them at sight ; 
yet their delicacy of constitution, as compared 
with the Devons and Herefords, will confine them 
to those localities where climatic conditions favor, 
and food is abundant, and easily and cheaply pro- 


duced. 
We are unable to answer the question of one 


of our correspondents, viz: ‘*Which will pro- 
duce the most beef from the same feed, in a full 
grown animal, the Durham, or Hereford ?’’ The 
experiment has not been satisfactorily made. 
For the production of fine mutton, the South 
Downs are superior to all other breeds of sheep. 
[Massachusetts Ploughman. 





One more ACKNOWLEDGMENT oF LiseRtAN Na- 
TIONALITY. By a private letter lately received 
by a gentleman of this city, from Gerad Raiston 
Esq., London, the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Liberia, we learn that Portugal is ready to ac- 
knowledge the Republic, and to make a treaty of 
amity and commerce with her. Mr. Ralston was 
at once about to enter upon the formation of a 
treaty with Count Levradio, the Portuguese Am- 
bassador. This will make the ninth nation which 
has acknowledged Liberia. How long will the 
prejudice and absurd dignity of the United States 
cause her to withhold such encouragement on 
her part from the infant republic. 

We also learn that the Lark, government 
steamer, from Monrovia, had arrived at Ply- 
mouth, to be repaired on her Majesty's dockyard 
free of cost to the Liberians. Our government 
might profit by this example of liberality on the 
part of the English nation toa colony founded 
by Americans. [Philadelphia North American. 


Boitep Tomatogs ror Cows. Last year an in- 
telligent South Carolina planter tried the exper- 
iment of feeding his cows on tomatoes and squash- 
es boiled together. He says: ‘The results were 
remarkable. ‘he quantity of butter exceeded 
the usual average ; but the most striking result 
was its beautiful yellow color, and the delicious 
flavor imparted to it by the tomatoes.”’ 


Swamps want lime to decompose the vegetable 
matter in them ; dry knolls want leached ashes, 
or clay, to hold water, and plaster to furnish 
sulphuric acid to dissolve the sand, and render it 
soluble. 








OUR SUMMER FRIENDS. 

Who is not bothered with flies in summer? 
Who, at this present season, has not been tempt- 
ed to differ from the benevolent humorist’s opin- 
ion, that the world is wide enough for him 
and the winged torments? Yet, what a pro- 
found knowledge of the animal structure can be 
obtained from the flies that pester us while we 
sit in our rooms! A work has just been pub- 
lished by two gifted men on the common house 
fly and the earth worm, with microscopic illus- 
trations. In this volume attention is called to 
the wonderful organization of the fly, enabling 
it to walk on the ceiling with its feet upwards, 
oron the smooth pane of glass, setting appar- 
ently the laws of gravitation at defiance. Its 
feet, in fact, are furnished with countless minute 
suckers, that operate in the same manner as the 
leather suckers used by school boys to lift heavy 
stones. Then look at the neatness of the fly ; 
how indefatigably it brushes its wings, and rubs 
its legs against each other, to remove any par- 
ticles of dust! Those little diminutive legs 
are covered with hairs that serve as dusters. 

A scientific gentleman observed the other day 
in our hearing that the common horeefly stood 
midway among living creatures in point of size ; 
that is, taking the elephant as the largest among 
animals, and the mite as the smallest, there were 
as many classes of creatures smaller as there were 
larger than a fly. Not only its wonderful little 
frame, but its nervous system, isan interesting 
subject for discussion. As to its habits, it has a 
marvelous fancy for human companionship. It 
visits us familiarly, partakes our food, and culti- 
vates, as far as it can, a friendly familiarity with 
us. Without hesitation it will alight on our faces 
and hands, and examine everything we do. It is 
among insects what the dog is among animals. 
Now, before we spurn the small intruder as an 
unwelcome guest, let us see if it can teach usno 
lesson of admiration and wonder at the Creator’s 
power. Viewed in this light, we shall find these 
summer friends capable of affording us the oppor- 
tunity for much learning and profitable thought. 

[New York Express. 





How Corree Came To se Usep. It is some- 
what singular to trace the manner in which arose 
the use of the common beverage, coffee, without 
which many persons, in any half or wholly civilized 
country in the world, would seem hardly able to 
exist. At the time Columbus discovered Amer- 
ica ithad never been known or used. It only 
grewin Arabia and upper Ethiopia. The dis- 
covery of its use as a beverage is ascribed to the 
superior of a monastery, in Arabia, who, desir- 
ous of preventing the monks from sleeping at 
their nocturnal services, made them drink the in- 
fusion of coffee, upon the report of some shep- 
herds, who observed that their flocks were more 
lively after browsing on the fruit of that plant. 
Its reputation spread through the adjacent coun- 
tries, and in about 200 years it reached Paris. 
A single plant brought there in 1714, became the 
parent stock of all the French coffee plantations 
in the West Indies. The extent of the consump- 
tion can now hardly be realized. The United 
States alone annually consume it at the cost of 
its landing of from fifteen to sixteen million of 
dollars. You may know the Arabia or Mocha, 
the best coffee, by its small bean of dark yellow 
color. The Java and East Indian, the next in 
quality, are larger and of a paler yellow. The 
W. I. Rio has a bluish, or greenish, grey tint. 





Oyster Suett Live. Ellihu Burritt in the 
‘*North and South,’’ gives the result of an ex- 
periment with burnt oyster shells, as follows : 

Heretofore all this kind of lime used in New 
Britain for agricultural purposes has been slaked 
as fine as plaster, and thus exhausted of those 
expanding and heating properties so important 
in their action upon cold and acid muck. On 
Tuesday afternoon, having drawn from the swamp 
five bucks of muck, we mixed with it ten bushels 
of oyster shells in succesive layers, sandwich 
fashion ; covering the whole with a thick sprink- 
ling of raw muck. The next morning, it was 
completely steamed and heated through ; and at 
one working over with the shovel, was ready for 
use, and put in the hills of half an acre of sweet 
corn. Every shell was completely dissolved ; 
and the ten bushels had so expanded as to whiten 
one hundred bushels of muck almost to the shade 
of plaster. We would commend to all who use 
this cheap and accessible fertilizer, to buy the un- 
slacked shells; by all means. We are confident 
that the coldest muck, all dripping from the 
swamp, may be prepared in one night in this way 
for the choicest garden. 





Exrraorpinary Growrn or Grapes. We saw 
yesterday an extraordinary production of grapes 
consisting of a single bunch, or rather a series of 
bunches, or subdivisions on the same stem, weigh- 
ing 74 pounds, and measuring two feet across in 
each diameter, and two feet deep, and occupying 
a box of eight cubic feet. It was raised near 
Bordentown, New Jersey, at the country resi- 
dence of George W. Childs, Esq., of the well 
known publishing house of Childs & Peterson, 
and presented by him to A. J. Drexel, Esq., the 
banker. The growth was of the variety known 
as the Palestine grape, and this, we understand, 
was the first bearing of the vine. If this is a 
specimen of the production in the land to which 
it is indigenous, it fully accounts for the repre- 
sentations which we sometimes see in scriptural 
illustrations, of men with poles upon their shoul- 
ders, bearing enormous bunches of grapes be- 
tween them. A variety like this is worth the 
cultivation. We suppose that there was from 
fifteen hundred to two thousand berries upon the 
bunch. [Philadelphia Bulletin, 31st. 





Pivusaco. Mr. H. Clay Smith has left on our 
table a specimen of pure black lead, taken from 
Mount Puzzle, situated in the town of Newry, 
Oxford county. Mr. Clay has some eight men 
employed in working the vein, which is apparent- 
ly inexhaustible. About a year ago, while 
‘‘prospecting’’ in that region in search of gold— 
specimens of which he found on Bear river—he 
discovered this lead. He informs us that its 
scattered all over the mountain on the surface, 
and that he picked up one lump of pure ore 
weighing fifty pounds. We believe that there 
are but two other lead mines in the country, one 


in New York and one in Massachusetts, neither 
of which, we are told, affords the article in such 





purity as the Newry mine. [Portland Adv. 
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THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 16, 1858. 


THE STATE SHOW. 

On Tuesday next, the State Ag. Show will 
commence at 20’clock in the afternoon. We 
hope those who are intending to bring forward 
their stock and manufactures will be on hand in 
season. It is time for those who are hesitating 
whether to bring forward any thing, to come 
toa definite conclusion. That there are many 
who are in this state of hesitation we are well 
aware. Many have said to us, we would bring 
this or that if we thought there would be no bet- 
ter there. 

That is not the way to do. Bring forward 
what you have to exhibit, and see afterwards 
whether there is anything better, and then find 
wherein it is better, and thus ascertain wherein 
you can improve. One great object of the exhi- 
bition is to give this opportunity of comparison. 
Some farmers think it will not do to bring any 
animal to the show unless it is very fat. If it 
was exclusively a fut cattle show, this would be 
proper—but it is not. It is an exhibition for 
stock and manufactured articles as they at pre- 
sent exist in Maine. An exhibition to give at 
one view, as it were, the actual state and condi- 
tion of these things as they are found in the ordi- 
nary routine of business among us. Such a view 
will give the true position of our stock and our 
industrial operations, and it is this true position 
we wish to know. 

So we hope you will dismiss all fears and 
tremors whether your neighbor will or will not 
have anything better than you, and come out 
willingly to stand the test of comparison, and 
profit by the result. 

By the way, have you given your notice at the 
several depots what stock you wish to have car- 
ried on the cars. This ought to be done in sea- 
son, that the Superintendent can order the re- 
quisite number of cars at the place. If you ne- 
glect to do itand when you get there find that 
there are not cars enough for you, don’t blame 
the Superintendent. He is willing to do the 
right thing fur you, but he ought to know what 
is wanted. 











TRAINS FOR THE STATE FAIR. 

Daring the continuance of the State Fair in 
this city, commencing on Tuesday next, extra 
trains will run on the Kennebec & Portland Rail- 
road as follows: 

Leave Portland for Augusta, at 
Freeport 66 
Bath 
Brunswick 
Richmond 
Gardiner 8.00 A. M. 2.15 P. 
Hallowell 8.22 A. M. 2.28 P. 
Augusta for Portland, Bath and 
Brunswick, at 5.00 P. 
Augusta, for Hallowell and 
Gardiner at 1.00 and 5.20 P. M. 

The 6.00 A. M. train from Portland, and the 
5.00 P. M. train from Augusta, do not stop at 
Gardiner and Hallowell. 

Besides the above trains, the passenger train, 
each way, will start at the usual hour, leaving 
Augusta at 11.10 A.M., and Portland at 1.10 
P. M. 

The fares have been reduced to accommodate 
all who wish to attend the Fair, and tickets, 
good for the trip to Augusta and return, will be 
sold at the various stations along the road at the 
following rates :— 
Portland, $2,00 
Westbrook, 2,00 
Falmouth, 1,80 
Cumberland, 1,75 
Yarmouth, 1,60 
Freeport, 1,45 
Oak Hill, 1,40 
Brunswick, 1,00 Gardiner, 

Bath, 1,10 Hallowell, 

On the Somerset & Kennebec Railroad, trains 
leave Skowhegan at 9.15 A. °M., and Augusta at 
3.55 P.M. Due notice will be given of extra 
trains. 


6.00 A. M. 
7.07 
6.40 
7.40 
8.20 


“ce 


Topsham, 1,00 
Bowdoinham 
Harward’s Road, 
Richmond, 

Dresden, 

So. Gardiner, 


TO THE CITIZENS OF AUGUSTA. 

We beg leave to say to the citizens of Augusta, 
who intend to exhibit articles at the State Fair, 
next week, that they would greatly oblige the 
Secretary and his assistants, if they would make 
their entries, and bring and arrange their articles 
this week. 

They will readily see this, if they consider that 
most of the articles from out of the city cannot 
very conveniently be brought in until the exhibi- 
tors themselves come in on Monday and Tuesday, 
and that the crowd will, of course, be sufficiently 
large without being increased by those who re- 
side in the immediate neighborhood of the Halls. 

By an early entry, and arranging of their ar- 
ticles, they will not only do the Secretary and 
Superintendent a great favor, but make it more 
pleasant for themselves, as they can attend to the 
business without being incommoded by a crowd. 


TRUNKS AND UMBRELLAS. 

We were very happy to learn, as we did the 
other day, that Mr. Abiel L. Getchell, of this city, 
in addition to keeping a full supply of first rate 
hats, has,{during the season, commenced and suc- 
cessfully established, the manufacture of trunks 
and umbrellas, and in a quiet way is carrying on 
quite a business in these two articles. Some of 
his umbrellas are of the ‘‘first chop,’’? good 
enough to shade or shelter the shoulders of a 
nabob or the head of an honest man. 

His trunks are substantiallyemade and are 
fully fitted out with all the conveniences found 
in those of the best arranged Jenny Lind’s, and 
sold at very reasonable prices. Weare glad to 
learn that he meets with good encouragement.— 
We wish we could obtain accurate statistics of 
all the kinds and amount of manufactures in the 
city. It would not be difficult to obtain those 
pertaining to large manufactures, but there are 
many of asmaller and more private character, 
that are not thought much of, and yet, if the 
amounts of each could be ascertained they would 
show an aggregate that would surprise many.— 
It is, after all, these small manufactures that con- 
tribute most effectually to the strength and pros- 
perity of a community. Humble in their char- 
acter, and comparatively silent in their opera- 
tions, they nevertheless, like the dews in the nat- 
ural world, strengthen and invigorate in a quiet 
way all concerned. 





Kitten sy Licutninc. We learn that Mrs. 
Nancy Morse, wife of Mr. Thomas Morse of 
Dixmont, was killed by lightning, on Saturday 
last. The lightning struck the house, and after 
following the chimney to a stove funnel in the 
kitchen, it separated, one portion following the 
side of the house, and the other entering the 
-cellar, where it struck Mrs. M. She was about 
55 years of age. 





Tax Barn Murper Triat. The trial of E. G. 
Dudley, for the murder of Berry, referred to in 
our last as in progress, has resulted in a verdict 
of manslaughter. He was sentenced to five years 
confinement in the State Prison. 








STATE ELECTION. 

Our annual election for State Officers and 
Members of Congress was held on Monday. In 
this vicinity considerable interest was manifested 
in the election, and the vote was larger than last 
year. The following is the vote for Governor in 
in this city :— 


Wards. Smith. Scat. 


116 
109 
100 
72 
68 
70 
46 


Total, 760 581 
Up to 11 o'clock Monday night, returns had 
been received from 72 towns, giving an aggregate 
vote of 31,650, of which 17,505 were for Morrill, 
and 14,145 for Smith. The same towns last 
year gave 29,673 votes, showing an increase in 
the popular vote of 1,977. We give the vote of 
a few of the more important towns and cities :— 
Morrill. Smith. 
760 581 
634 337 
246 125 
500 287 
410 290 
168 92 
2331 1940 
492 451 
1324 1043 
340 
18 
303 
240 
657 
685 
251 
408 
437 
302 


141 


Morrill. 


Augusta, 
Bath, 
Hallowell, 
Gardiner, 
Brunswick, 
Richmond, 
Portland, 
Belfast, 
Bangor, 
Calais, 
Eastport, 
Freeport, 
Waldoboro’, 
Saco, 
Biddeford, 
Thomaston, 
Camden, 
Frankfort, 
Bowdoinham, 
Bowdoin, 
Sidney, 
Farmingdale, 
West Gardiner, 
Belgrade, 
China, 
Chelsea, 
Buxton, 
Waterville, 
Winslow, 
Winthrop, 
Wayne, 
Monmouth, 
Lewiston, 603 201 
Vassalboro’, 338 202 

The returns indicate a Democratic gain on the 
vote of 1857, but not enough to carry their ticket. 
It is believed that the Republicans have elected 
their candidate for Governor, and carried every 
Congressional district; the first third and sixth, 
which were considered doubtful, being conceded 
to them from the returns received last night. 
The Legislature will be Republican, but there 
are not returns enough, as yet, to state by what 
majority, We give the names of the Represen- 
tatives chosen in this city and vicinity, so far as 
known :— 

Augusta—Jas. G. Blaine, Wm. T. Johnson. 

Hallowell—F. J. Day. 

Gardiner—John Webb. 

Belgrade— Wm. W. Springer. 

China—Abel Chadwick. 

Pittston—W. II. Moore, (Dem.) 

W inthrop—John M. Benjamin. 

Vassalboro’—Warren Percival. 

The above are all Republicans, except the 
member from Pittston. 

We shall probably be able to present the vote 
of the State in our next. It is thought that 
Morrill’s majority for Governor will be about 
11,000. 

P.S. Since the above was in type, we have 
received some further news, which shows the 
first and third Congressional districts to be still 
doubtful. The following despatch from Port- 
land, is dated at 12 o’clock, Mon day night :— 


maj. 
maj. 

187 
692 
397 
753 
320 
322 
349 

70 
157 
139 

59 

43 
167 
187 

20 
289 
198 

83 
199 

73 
134 


We get but small returns from Congress, ex- 
cept from the ist District, which is so close we 
cannot tell. We think Johnson, democrat, is 
Mected in the 3d District. In 6th District, Fos- 
ter, Rupublican is elected. 

One hundred and thirty-four towns give Mor- 
rill 32,885, Smith 27,107, against last year Mor- 
rill 29,116, Smith 21,987. A Republican ma- 
jority this year of 5,778, against last year of 7,- 
129,—a democratic gain of 1352. 

The Democrats have gained several Represen- 
tatives. Senatorial vote not returned. 


COURT RECORD. 


Supreme Judicial Court. 





The following actions have been disyosed of 
during the past fortnight : 

Serr. 1. Zeba Washburn, pet. for review, vs. 
Ww. Black, et a/. Libby for Ptf.; Williams for 
Defts. Continued on report. 


For the Maine Farmer. 
STAGS OR OXEN, WHICH P 
Mr. Eprror:—I wish to enquire, through the 
medium of your paper if stags can compete, on 
equal footing with oxen, at our State and County 
Shows. A Susscriser. 


Nore, We suppose our friend refers particu- 
larly to the competition for the premiums offered 
in the drawing match. 

Although no discrimination has been made be- 
tween the two varieties of cattle, wo think that 
there should be. It is undoubtedly true, that 
Stags and Bulls are stronger, according to their 
size than oxen, while, at the same time, they are 
not a variety of cattle that are very salable, or, 
in all particulars, so desirable for most purposes 
of labor, as oxen. We should think it would be 
a prudent thing to have two classes of premiums, 
so as to embrace both varieties of cattle, and thus 
have no interference with each other. Ep. 


For the Maine Farmer. 
LITERARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dear Farwer:—Are your readers rejoicing over 
the disappearance of dog days,—that cool delightful 
weather is so near at hand, when leisure moments 
can be more pleasantly rendered profitable in studying? 
And are they anxious to know what the Publishers 
have stored away for them this fall,—what dainty feasts 
of literature await them? If so, jump into our coach 
and four with us, and let us take you around among the 
fraternity. Messrs. Ticknor & Field are yonder in that 
old centennial structure, whose whole appearance is in 
strange keeping with the beautiful treasures hid within, 
and what sweet honey (literary—if not literally true) 
is hived in its nooks and corners. Their last work is 
still in the critics’ hands, and they are in ecstacies over 
it. “‘The Age,” by Bailey, author of Festus, is its title, 
and it makes a more than eight feet swath among the 
follies of the age,—this tremendously wicked age as 
Mr. Jolligreen calls it. The man who taps the weak 
points of human nature in one part of the globe, hits 
them the world all over, for we are all strangely alike. 
So Mr. Bailey, when he drew his blade so fiercely 
against English faults, pierced through and through 
some of our own vices, as a people. Ah! but your 
readers are mostly farmers and are for the most part 
free from the follies of the age! This ig one of the 
blessings of agricultural life—to escape those sins and 
iniquities of all kinds that have their existence where 
men live in masses. (But, Mr. Editor, do they pay 
their subscriptions ?—not to do so is a fault singularly 
prevalent, even when men live a mile apart, and are 
supposed not to know what the rest of mankind do.) 
Now a farmer often has to be a Jack-at-all-trades, and 
does oftentimes as much at carpentry as at his own 
rightful pursuit. Now would not a little manual to 
keep constantly by them, telling them everything they 
want to know in house-building or general carpentry 
be useful? Messrs. Crosby, Nichols & Co., of 
our city, have issued jest such a thing, supplying a 
want, a necessity, no doubt many of your readers have 
felt; a mechanical friend of ours speaks in highest 
terms of its merits. 


duties, 


But we desire especially, to call the attention of your 
readers to a work they will take an unusual interest in, 
for we believe ’tis a universal maxim among farmers to 
encourage home produce. We speak of a work just 
published by the enterprising house of Messrs. Phillips, 
Sampson & Co., of our city, by a Maine lady, Mrs. 
Pike, whose name must be familiar to all your readers, 
and who is known to the rest of the world as the author 
of “Ida May,” a work which has had the third largest 
sale of any book ever published in our country. 
much for Maine people to boast of in the way of litera- 
ture; they not only produce great men, but great 
writers. 


So 


Agnes, the book referred to, abounds in lively 
descriptions, well portrayed scenes, to stir the better 
feelings of the heart, and must be, in our opinion as 
well received by the people as ever was “Ida May.” 
We would candidly advise your readers to get a copy, to 
read it carefully and enjoy one of the sweetest told 
| tales it has ever been our good fortune to read. As 
| «‘Tda May” is known, and pleasantly lingers in the re- 
| membrance of many a one who dwelt enraptured over 
| the pages where her story was told, so again will “Ag- 
nes” dwell in the minds of thousands. 

But do your readers know what a treasure of a book 
| this same house will bring out about the holidays? Just 
think of those profoundly witty and instructive sayings 
}of the “Autocrat” and School-mistress rambling to- 
| gether, and wandering down the long path. Its sale 
| will know no bounds. The Autocrat has made himself 
master of the hearts of the people, and there is not a 
| person but will have this memento of him. But speak- 
ing of school-mistress, are there not many of your 
| farmers’ sons and daughters that pass their winters in 
| teaching? If so, let me tell them of an excellent 
| arithmetic just published by Messrs. Brown, Taggard & 

Chase, who will delight to send it to them, or tell them 
more about it, and of the geeat success attending that 





| most excellent series of readers, aiready so extensively 
|} used in your State; the progression, by that veteran 
|educator Salem Town. Good school books are much 
needed, and we always point with pleasure to those 
which deserve praise. 

So much for Boston enterprise. Our New York friends 
are awake toc. The Messrs. Harpers are as lively as 
crickets; if hard times compel them to dodge under, 
it is only to come up again bright as ever. Their an- 





Sept. 2. Stephen Ward vs. Inhabitants of 
Sidney. Special action on the case, for damages | 
sustained in consequence of an alleged defect in| 
the highway. Bradbury & Meserve for Ptf.;| 
Vose for Defts. Verdict for Defts. 
Sept. 7th. Fassett, vs. Eben Frye. Assump- | 
sit. Drummond for Ptf.; Bradbury for Deft.—| 
Verdict for the Ptf. | 

Serr. 8th. Joseph Marston, vs. Luke Brown. | 
Special action on the case for damage sustained | 
in consequence of a collision on the highway. | 
Drummond for Ptf.; Libby for Deft. At the 
close of the evidence the Plaintiff withdrew his 
claim. 

Sept. 9th. James Abbott, vs. John H. Moore. 
Special action on the case. Whitmore 2d for 
Ptf.; Vose for Deft. Verdict for the Defendant. 





Tat 1s Tue Prace. Somebody, who must 
have seen that of which he writes, gives the 
Manchester, N. H., American the following de- 
scription of Kennebee County :— 

‘No part of New England can surpass in fer- 
tility this fine agricultural county. We saw 
more fine fruit in a half day’s ride than we have 
seen before in two hundred miles travel. The 
crops here are looking finely. The potato is, as 
yet, untouched, and corn looks thrifty. We 
were surprised to find a wide district of country 
under as high a state of cultivation as the most 


favored portions of Massachusetts or New Hamp- 
shire.” 





Tur Frencn Famity. We call attention to the 
advertisement of this company, who are to give a 
concert in this place, on Tuesday evening of next 
week. The Press, where they have sung, speaks 
‘very highly of their performances. The Saco 
Democrat says :— 

On Tuesday evening our citizens had the plea- 
sure of hearing this little family of vocalists.— 
Many of our musical judges were present, and 
testified by their applause that they were highly 
gratified. Their soags, both French and English, 
were rendered with beautiful and touching effect, 
while ‘*The Echo Song,”’ by Annie, surprised all 


who heard it. In Quartette combined, they pro- 
duce harmony which touches the heart. 








Hvurran ror tar Comet. A fine, first rate com- 
et has made its appearance recently. It may he 
seen a little after sunset in the N. W. and again 
in the East early in the morning. The astrono- 
mers are on the alert and will soon tell you all 
about its manners and customs, the size of its 
body and the length of its tail. 


A Curiosity. Mr. Everett Howard, of Sidney, 
brought into our office, a day or two since, some 
specimens of a second blooming of one of his ap- 
ple trees, together with some handsome fruit 
from the same tree. It is something unusual, but 
not unheard of, to pluck the full grown fruit and 
blossom from the same tree. 








Warrtinc Ink. The ink with which this para- 
graph is written was manufactured by Knaland 
Balfour, of this city. It is of a good color, and, 
so far as we have tried it, appears to be a good 
article. 


| satire on aristocracy. 


nouncements are numerous, aud their last issue, the 
It is an im- 
partial account of the life of this woman of genius, 
It bears 
the marks of labor and research, and though not deny- 
ing that she had faults, yet presents her virtues and 
abilities, so masterly, as to win our admiration. ‘Dr. 
Thorne,” another of their late issues, is a powerful 
It cut, right and left among the 
boasters of noble ancestry, and the almighty dollars. 
We cannot have too many of these hits at these grow- 
ing evils. But the two worlds aro now linked together 
by the Cable, and your readers would doubtless like to 
read a full account of evarything in any way pertaining 
to it from its very commencement down to its successful 
completion. If so, read Rudd & Carleton’s new book, 
just issued, prepared by C. T. Briggs, Editor of the 
New Yerk Times. It is complete and timely, “and is 
having a large run; and so are we; and for the present 
we bow ourselves out, promising to come again soon. 
Truly yours, D. 
Boston, September 6, 1858. 


“Memoirs of Rachel” is a charming book. 


now deceased and speaks of her only as such. 


Serious Accipents. On Wednesday of last 
week, Mr. Wm. S. Casney, of Maine, a man 
about 36 years of age, fell from the fourth story 
of a house in North street, Boston, and was 
seriously if not fatally injured. He was taken 
to the Hospital. 

The same day, a steging inside the new block, 
next the American House in Hanover street, fell, 
and three or four persons were injured. Parks 
Elwell, a carpenter belonging in Richmond, Me., 
received serious internal injuries. 





Suicipe. The Bangor Whig states that Martin 
B. Coombs, a lawyer of Milwaukie, and former- 
ly belonging in Bath, committed suicide at the 
Franklin House, Bangor, on Tuesday of last 
week, by taking morphine. He was found in 
his room, in spasms, and medical aid was im- 
mediately summoned, and every effort made to 
relieve him, but without success. 


Tue Caste. Among the multiplicity of good 
things called forth by the successful completion 
of the Atlantic Telegraph enterprise, the follow- 
ing is about the best that has come under our 
notice :— 


John Bull and Brother Jonathan 
Each other ought to greet, 

They’ve always been extravagant, 
But now ‘“‘inake both ends meet.” 


Carrie Snows anp Fairs. The annual Show 
and Fair of the North Franklin Ag. Society will 
be holden at Phillips, on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, Sept. 29 and 30. The address will be deliv- 
ered by Hon. Sidney Perham, of Woodstock, Me. 
The Penobscot and Aroostook Union Ag. Society 
will hold their Show and Fair at Patten, on 
Thursday, Oct. 14. 











Horse Tuteves Arrested. The two boys who 
ran away with the team belonging to Johnson, 
of Hallowell, were arrested on the Friday follow- 
ing, baving traded off the team, and being about 
to return home. The older boy was bound over 
in $400, and the other in $100, for trial at the 
Supreme Court. 





‘beth, by Capt. Benj. J. Willard, and which 





BIG FISH STORIES. 

We meet some remarkably big fish stories, in 
our cotemporaries, this week. The Portland 
Advertiser tells us of an immense bluefish, 
(blackfish ?) which was harpooned off Cape Eliza- 


dragged the boat with railroad speed, some two 
miles before he was finally secured. The fish 
was 12 feet in length, weighed about 1200 lbs., 
and it was thought would yield 30 gallons of oil. 

Then comes the Brunswick Telegraph, with 
two big stories, as follows: A halibut, weigh- 
ing, when dressed, 27!) lbs., was caught by Mr. 
Aaron Adams, of Harpswell. The fish made a 
desperate struggle for his liberty, and was only 
conquered after a contest of half an hour. Mr. 
A. reports sword fish as plenty off Harpswell, 
and that several vessels from the westward are 
employed in taking them. This fish is said to 
be good eating. ' 

The second story of the Telegraph, is to the 
effect that while Mr. Isaac Douglass and son, of 
Harpswell, were fishing off Harpswell, a large 
shark took the liberty, several times, of taking 
the fish from his hook, just as he was pulling 
them in. Not exactly relishing this way of 
making a market for his fish, he seized a large 
lance which was lying in the boat, and drove it 
through the body of the shark, which, not lik- 
ing such a reception, immediately left for more 
hospitable quarters, carrying away a line with 
which he became entangled, reel and all. No- 
thing more was seen of Mr. Shark. The Tele- 
graph says: ‘*Mr. Douglass is the same fisher- 
man who alone caught while fishing in or about 
60 fathoms of water one day in Feb. 1856, 
2041 lbs. of cod fish, a fact recorded at the time.’’ 

Not having salt water fishing, in this vicinity, 
we cannot quite come up to the above stories, 
but we will venture to say that, for catching 
trout, perch, pickerel, or other fresh water fish, 
we have some fishermen about here, whom it 
would be hard to excel. 


American Mercuant. This is the title of a 
monthly magazine, recently commenced and pub- 
lished. by Bryant & Stratton, devoted to com- 
merece, banking, manufactures, statistics, com- 
mercial law, biography, science and literature, 
subjects all more or less intimately connected 
with the success of business and the prosperity 
of the country. ‘The fifth number is just out, 
and contains a variety of valuable information. 
Every merchant should take it, and many who 
are not merchants would profit much by perusing 
its pages. 


Tuar Parent Stone Diccer. We would refer 
those of our readers, who feel an interest in a 
machine which will clear their fields so effectual- 
ly of the large boulders, which have hitherto de- 
fied every economical power short of gun-powder, 
to the advertisement of Messrs. Page & Robbins. 
They propose to give an exhibition of the ma- 
chine, ut the State Fair next week, and let all 
who are present have an opportunity to judge of 
its operations. 


HaLLowe i anp Cuersea Bripce. The Gazette 
states that a meeting of the Hallowell and Chel-| 
sea Bridge Co., was held at Hallowell on the 4th | 
inst., and after the organization by the choice of! 
S. C. Whittier, Chirman, and E. Rowell, Sec’y, | 





the members voted to accept the charter, &e. An} 
adjourned meeting is to be held at City Hall, | 
this, Tuesday, afternoon. 


Tueatricats. The National Theatre Dra-| 
matic Company, from Boston, will open a series| 
of performances, for a few nights, at Winthrop 
Hall, commencing on Thursday of this week. | 
For particulars our readers are referred to the! 
posters and daily programmes. 

a . 2 pereeeneemeneD ! 
* Youne Men’s Caristian Association. We) 
understand that the fourth Lecture before the! 
Augusta Young Men’s Christian Association will | 
be delivered next Sabbath evening, at the Con-| 
gregational Church, in this city, by the Rev. ll. | 


(. Butterfield, of Hallowell. | 


GATHERED NEWS FRAGMENTS, &. | 

Russian Serfdom. The Emperor Alexander II. | 
has taken an important step in the great work of 
emancipating the Russian serfs. By a ukase| 
dated July 2, he has set free the millions of serfs | 
belonging to the apponages, or estates forming) 
the private property of the Czar and the im-| 
perial family. . 

Fire at Sea. Baltimore, Sept. 4. Barque| 
Lapwing, arrived here this afternoon from Rio| 
Janeiro, repouts ship Rebecca, from Richmond, | 
arrived at Rio July 17, had taken fire at sea in 
the hold, supposed from spontaneous cobustion, 
and had been burning fur several days before | 
discovered. It was extinguished July 4, but the| 
extent of the damage was not known. 

The Fire Engine Philadelphia. A meeting of 
the firemen of New York was held on Monday, 
when it was determined to send a committee to 
Philadelphia to invite the Steam Fire Engine | 
Company on to New York, so as to give the fire- 
men of that city an opportunity of wiping out the 
disgrace that attaches to them for their inhospi- 
tality last week. Should the Philadelphians ac- 
cept, the reception, it is promised, will be the 
most splendid ever seen ia New York. 

The Equestrian Convention. The Grand 
National Ladies’ Equestrian Convention, was 
held on Wednesday, at the Fashion Course, 
Long Island. It is denounced by the principal 
New York papers as a humbug of the worst kind. 
Some twenty ladies appeared on the course, but 
there was no order, no observation of the rules 
adopted for the ovcasion, and the scene is des- 
cribed as ridicplous. Four or five thousand 
spectators were present, and rowdyism was the 
order of the day. 


Price of Slaves. The ‘‘Echo’’ negroes were 
purchased on the west coast of Africa at from 
50 cents to ¢1 a piece, and costing scarcely more 
than $10 or $15 to be delivered on the coast of 
Cuba, were all to be sold by contract at $560 
round, orone hundred and seventy-seven thousanfl 
nine hundred and eighty dollars ($177,980) for, 
the cargo. 





Seduction and Revenge. A young woman 
named Mary A. Donally discharged a pistol 
loaded with powder and ball at Patrick Canney, 
in Boston, Wednesday evening. The ball lodged 
under the shoulder blade. The man had courted, 
seduced and abandoned her. She gave herself 
up to the authorities, and Hon. John C. Park 
has engaged to defend her. 

An Elopement prevented. Jotham Savage and| 
Mrs. Elvira Fish of Anson, conspired to leave) 
the lawful partners of their bosoms and elope 


together to Canada, for which place they started | P 


on Tuesday, but were unpleasantly detained at 
Portland by the police, who had been notified by 
telegraph of their starting on the excursion. 


The American Chess Player. Bell’s Life in 
London is enthusiastic for the American chess 
player. It says: ‘‘Since the arrival of Mr. Mor- 
phy, the young American Philidor, in England, 
he has played constantly with all who have dared 
to present themselves, and his career so far has 
been one of unmixed triumph.” 

Mails for the Pacific. A Washington dispatch 
says that during September and October the Post 
Office Department hope to have two more mail 
lines to the Pacific in operation—Wells, Butter- 
field & Company’s overland, and the La Sere & 





Company Tehuantepec route. 


NEW YORK ITEMS. 


Tue New York Quarantine. A strong feeling 
exists in New York against thé perpetrators of 
the barbarities at the quarantine station on 
Staten Island. The Journal of Commerce favors 
the erection of fire proof buildings at the station. 
It says : 

‘A petition is in circulation among our citi- 
zens for the construction of fire proof buildings 
at Quarantine at an early day. e go for this, 
heart und hand. We will never consent that 
men guilty of arson and murder under the most 
aggravated circumstances shall be rewarded by 
the success of their schemes. Heretofore we have 
been favorable to the removal of Quarantine to 
Sandy Hook, or any other suitable place, at the 
earliest convenient opportunity. The State and 
city governments have been moving for that end. 
But now we are in favor of keeping Quarantine 
where it is; and if necessary, of defending it by 
a regiment of armed men. Undoubtedly mili- 
tary defences will be necessary until incombusti- 
ble buildings shall be erected, and perhaps longer. 
But the measure of power must be graduated by 
the measure of resistance. If men resort to vio- 
lent means in carrying out their rebellion, they 
must be met with corresponding means of repres- 
sion. 

We learn from a resident of Staten Island that 
a threat was made on Monday night to fire the 
buildings of the infected district, i. ¢., the pri- 
vate residences lying on the southerly side of the 
Quarantine walls, and would have been put into 
execution but for the presence of the police. 
Disguised persons called at each house and noti- 
fied the occupants to remove their furniture. 
This order was hastily complied with, and the 
furniture carried out and piled in the middle of 
the street; but no violence was done. On Fri- 
day night, a number of persons proceeded from 
Staten Island to Seguine Point, and tearing up 
the long dock (a structure 200 feet in length and 
twenty-five wide,) consumed all the materials of 
which it was made. 

A large number of workmen are now engaged 
in erecting large temporary sheds for the accom- 
modation of the sick, who are now occupying an 
old barn belonging to Dr. Thompson. It is 
thought the work will be completed in a day or 
two.”’ 


Tue Nracara Repairs. Orders have been re- 
ceived at the Brooklyn Navy Yard to clear out 
the United States frigate Niagara by Saturday 
next, when she will geinto the dry dock, be 
thoroughly overhauled, examined, and undergo 
some slight repairs. Internally this magnificent 
vessel is a complete wreck, and it would take 
more cash to put her in fighting trim at present 
than to build a new steam gun-boat. In order 
to make room for the Niagara, the St. Louis will 
be floated out on Wednesday. ([Jour. of Com. 

New York, Sept. 6. The U.S. brig Dolphin, 
from Key West for Boston, put in here to-day to 
send Capt. Townsend, of the slave brig Echo, to 
Charleston. She sails again this afternoon for 
Boston. 


New York, Sept. 7. Affairs at Staten Island 
are getting very exciting. The Castleton Board 
of Health have passed resolutions to station a 
force of fifty men at the quarantine gates, to 
pnevent any one passing in or out. Five more 
arrests were made yesterday. 

It is reported that Gov. King has gone to Al- 
bany to proclaim the county of Richmond ina 
state of insurrection ; to call out the military for 
the defence of the quarantine establishment ; to 
direct the authorities to rebuild the hospitals, 
and order the Attorney General to prosecute the 
rivters, and sue the county of Richmond for dam- 
ages. 

Vive hundred of the 7th Regiment, National 
Guard, have been ordered to Quarantine. No 
new acts of violence have been attempted there. 
The work of erecting temporary hospitals is pro- 

ressing rapidly. 

The fourth story of the store of J. J. & G. 
Boker, 31 Front street, gave was last evening, 
under the great weight of flour. The second and 


| third floors were carried with it, and the building 


was almost totally destroyed. 

Ausany, Sept. 7. Governor King has issued 
his Proclamation, denouncing the burning of the 
quarantine buildings, and the inhuman dragging 
forth of the sick and disabled patients from the 
hospitals—leaving them exposed without shelter 


through an inclement night—as a total disregard 


and contempt of the laws, and of all their obli- 
gations and duties as citizens, and as crimes of 
the highest infamy. Ile calls upon the civil au- 
thorities of the county of Richmond, and upon 
each and all of its inhabitants instantly and 
zealously to co-operate in restoring the pease and 
order of the Island, and in bringing to punish- 
ment the actors and abettorsin these acts of 
arson and murder. 

In consequence of the refusal of the Sheriff of 
that county to take any steps to prevent the con- 
summation of the threats which had been made to 
burn the buildings, and the necessity of an ade- 
quate force for the protection of the buildings to 


| be erected in the same place, he declares the 


county of Richmond to be in a state of insurrec- 
tion, and that a military force of sufficient 
strength shall be detailed and stationed at the 
quarantine till the returning senses of the people 
of Richmond county to their duties and obliga- 
tions as useful citizens, shall render its presence 
unnecessary, or until the Legislature shall other- 
wise direct. 

New York, Sept. 8. The Eighth Regiment go 
to quarantine to-morrow with 250 men and six 
field pieces. They remain one week, and will be 
relieved by the Seventh. A struggle is said to 
be imminent to night, as the Islanders declare 
that they will burn the infected district in spite 
of the police. 

Mr. Locke, the boarding revenue officer, and 
Capt. Rich of the Marines, have been arrested 
fur smuggling Ray Tompkins inside quarantine 

The Deputy Sheriff yesterday informed the 
Fourth Avenue Railroad Company that if the 
use of steam below 42d street is not discontinued 
at noon to-day, forcible measures will be adopted. 

Geo. Newbold, President of the Bank of North 
America, died to-day. 

New York, Sept. 9. Capt. De Riviere was ar- 
rested last night fur an assault on a person named 
Grant, who had published a letter derogatory to 
him. The charge is with intent to kill. 

New York, Sept. 10. Edward Tucker, the 
engineer of the train of cars on the New Haven 
Railroad, that went through the draw-bridge at 
Norwalk, some five years since, causing terrible 
loss of life, committed suicide, by bleeding, last 
night. He leaves a wife and family at Troy. 

The Commissioners of Health are about to 
raise $300,000 for rebuilding of the Hospital. 
Some half dozen obnoxious individuals were 
burnt in effigy last night by the Staten Island 
mob. An attack was anticipated by the police, 
who were prepared for it. The roman candles 
fired off hy the crowd attracted attention on 
board the frigate Sabine, and 100 men were sent 
ashore. They were not needed, however, as no 
other disturbance than as above noticed occurred. 

A heavy failure in the coffee and sugar trade is 
reported. Liabilities $300,000 ; assets large. 

New York, Sept. 11. The morning papers 
give the name of the house in the coffee and sugar 
trade suspended as Lifkins & Ironsides. The 
Tribune says their liabilities are from five to six 
hundred thousand dollars. 

We have Porto Cabello advices of Aug. 27. 
Gen. Monagas and family and Guitern are to 
have passports out of the Republic. The Diario 
Mercantile thinks these arrangements will restore 
harmony between the factions concerned. 


Narrow Escars. Yesterday forenoon as a 
gentleman was about stepping into his carriage 
on Middle Street, a passing teamster snapped his 
whip, the lash of which struck the horse of the 
former, causing him to start down the street at 
double quick time. In his career he struck a 
lady on the sidewalk directly in front of the store 
of Messrs. Dow, Palmer & Ward. She was knock- 
ed down and apparently trampled under the 
feet of the horse. The reins here became entan- 
gled under the horse's feet causing him to stop, 
but the spectators who witnessed the scene sup- 
osed that the lady must have received fatal in- 
juries. She was taken from her perilous situa- 
tion into the store of the above mentioned firm, 
and we are happy to state that she received but 
few trifling bruises. Her escape seems traly mi- 
raculous. The horse appears to have taken pains 
to plant his feet so as to preserve the lady from 
harm, and the fortunate entanglement of the reins 
probably preserved her from severe injary, if 
nota painfal death. It was truly a wonderful 
escade. [Portland Advertiser, 8th. 


Fisu Srory. Yesterday afternoon the work- 
men in Russell’s cariage manufactory, on Con- 
gress St., were somewhat surprised by the sudden 
entrance of a fish through the window, the fish 
was pogy and was alive when it made its en- 
trance into the establishment, tho’ it died ina 
short time. It is sup that the fish had been 








taken by a hawk, and by some means or other 
got cant his clutches while being taken to the 
nest. [State of Maine. 








WASHINGTON ITEMS. 


Wasurxcton, Sept. 6. The Secretary of the 
Navy to-day concluded an agreement for charter- 
ing four of Cromwell's line of Southern steam- 
ers to serve with the Paraguay Expedition. 

In addition to Capt. Chauncey, Lieuts. Mul- 
lany, Barnett, Nelson, Mitchell and Drake, to- 
gether with Parser Upham, have been ordered to 


—_——__.. 


LATEST FROM CALIFORNIA. 
The steamship Star of the West, arrived at 
New York on Saturday night. She brings Cali- 
fornia dates to the 20th ult., and $1,700,000 in 
treasure. There is little importance to tho Cali- 
fornia news. The following embraces everything 
of interest :— 





the steamer Niagara, which is to be ready with- 
in seven days to proceed to Charleston and re- 
ceive on board the captured Africans. They are 
to be taken to the coast of Liberia, under the 
charge of a special agent, and kept supported 
there by our Government until they can be other- 
wise provided for. 


Wasutnoton, Sept. 7. Judge James B. Bow- 
lin of Missouri, has been tendered the mission to 
Paraguay, and it is confidently believed that he 
will accept it. Several other gentleman had been 
favorably named in that connection, but he had 
the superior advantage of prominence of political 
position, in addition to his fitness for the impor- 
tant station. He was U.S. Minister to Bogota 
under the late administration. 

The American Colonization Society have pro- 
posed to the government to take care of the cap- 
tured Africans on their arrival at Liberia, and 
subsist them one year for $50,000, and in the 
meantime send them to school, and teach them 
how, by industrial pursuits, to support them- 
selves after the expiration of that period. There 
is every indication that the proposition will be 
accepted. The Secretary of the Interior will 
forthwith authorize the purchase of the necessa- 
ry clothing and blankets to ensure them a com- 
fortable voyage. 

It is reported that matters of a domestic, and 
not of a political, character have induced Gov. 
Richardson to resign the Governorship of Ne- 
braska. 

A Board of Sarvey has been ordered to assem- 
ble at Albuquerque, New Mexico, to examine in 
to and report upon the loss, the difficulty, and 
the damage to the public stores delivered by con- 
tractors to the commanding officer at that post. 

Wasnrncton, Sept. 8. Col. Samner’s command, 
according to advices received here, was, on the 
l4th of August, encamped on the Arkansas 
River, near Fort Atkinson. He had, in accord- 
ance with the directions of the War Department, 
visited three tribes of Indians between the Platte 


The anti-Lecomptonists have nominated John 
Curry for Supreme Judge, and the Republicans 
endorsed the nomination. The Lecomptonists 
nominated J. G. Baldwin. The antis had also 
nominated the Hon. Joseph C. McKibbin, and 
W. L. Dudley of Calaveras, for Congress. 

_ The grading of the San Francisco and Marys- 
ville sag is rapidly rogresssng. 
Be anh = mag River are to the 14th.— 

e river had fallen and the mi i 
ete ners were doing 

A fire at Sonora, on the 5th, destroyed $40,- 
000 worth of property. The Presbyterian 
Church was burned. 

The difficulties between Fremont and the Mor- 
ced Mining Company continue. The latter re- 
fused to give possession of their vein, and the 
men who occupy it insist they will resist. 

The guards of the overland mail which left 
Placerville, July 31st, had been killed by tho 
Shoshonese. 

The Indians about Thunderbolt Bay are troub- 
lesome. They had killed Orrin Stevens and John 
Vandell. 

The Democrats of San Francisco held a pri- 
mary election on the 14th. Lecomptonists elect- 
ed two-thirds of the delegates. 

A number of the soldiers who arrived in the 
Golden Gate deserted in citizens’ dress. 
were arrested. 

1000 Chinamen had landed in California dur- 
ing ten days. 

Financial matters are easy beyond anything 
yet known. Collections highly satisfactory and 
money has gone begging at 4 per cent. in mer- 
ehandise securities. 

The business portion of Georgetown, El Dora- 
do County, was burnt—loss exceeded $100,000. 

A desperate affray had taken place at Peria 
Bar, Stanislaus County, Aug. 4th, between a 
party of French and Americans, in regard to a 
mining claim, which resulted in the death of 


Some 





and Arkansas Rivers. The Pawnees, Cheyennes | 
and Kiowas were severally visited, and promised 
good conduct in future towards white settlers. | 
The regiment was expected at Fort Leavenworth | 
the first of this month. 

It is the intention of the Navy Department to 
dispatch, to a place of rendezvous not yet deter- 
mined upon, the vessels to form the Paraguay ex- 
pedition as soon as they can be got ready, in suc- 
cession. 

This was the last day for the reception of pro- 
posals fur the construction of the engines for the 
eight sloops of war authorized to be constructed 
at the last session of of Congress. Some of the | 
best builders in the country have entered into | 
the contest. 

The government concluded a treaty to-day with 
the American Colonization Society, by which the 
latter agrees to subsist and instruct the captured 
Africans for one year after their arrival in Libe- 
ria, having a due regard for their health and 
comfort. For this service somewhat less than 
$50,000, which was originally proposed by the 
Society, is to be paid. 

Capt. Rich of the Marines has been detached 
from the Sabine and ordered to the Niagara. 
Capt. Tansill has been ordered to the Sabine, 
and will be senior marine officer to the Paraguay 
expedition. 

Vashington correspondents say that Sir Wm. 
Gorge Ousley will proceed to Central America as 
soon as the season is sufficiently advanced to make 
it safe. He has already left Washington. 

The Land office has directed Surveyor General 
Burnett to ‘investigate the transactions of the 
notorious Jack Calhoun of Kansas, It seems he 
contracted for surveying public lands before re- 
ceiving authority from the Department, and the 
sub-surveyors are security for each other. 

Gov. Winslow of North Carolina declines the 
Sardinian mission. 

Wasuincton, Sept. 9. The receipts into the 
Treasury last week were nearly $1,682,000, an 
increase over the previous week of $255,000. 
The amount on deposit is over $14,500,000, of 
this $10,123,000 is in New York, of which $7,- 
140,000 have been ordered to be transferred. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has issued new 
general regulations, in which he says that no 
subordinate regular officers of Customs can be 
removed or appointed without his previous sanc- 
tion. Incompetency or neglect of duty is to be 
reported to him for consideration and action. 

ITereafter, in all cases where parties alleged to 
have claims for the return of duties paid in error, 
illegal exactions or otherwise, the application 
must be made direct to the Treasury Department, 
by the owner or importer, upon receipt of which 
a report of the case, when requisite, will be 
called for from the Collector, and upon its ex- 
amination the decision of the Department will 
be rendered. 

The Secretary also directs that the value of 
sugar imported from Cuba be ascertained and 
appraised without reference to the packages in 
which it is contained, whether boxes or hogs-| 
heads, and to this value shall be added the cost | 
of the packages. 

Commander Jenkins is assigned to the Preble, 
and Commanders Marchand, Ridgeley, Case, 
Pennock and Hunter to command the steamers | 
obtained by Government from private parties, for | 
the Paraguay expedition. | 

Wasuincton, Sept. 10. 

















With a view to ren-| 
der the Paraguay expedition equal to any emer-| 
gency, a proposition to send outa strong force | 
trom the army is under advisement. Every pos- | 
sible precaution will be taken to guard against a | 
failure of the object sought to be accomplished. | 


Wasutneton, Sept. 11. Dr. Thomas Rainey | 
of New York has been appointed by the Presi- | 
dent special agent to accompany the re-captur- | 
ed Africans and deliver them to the authorities of 
Liberia. He is well known in connection with | 
the enterprise for establishing a line of steamers | 
between the United States and Brazil, which | 
he will continue to press at the next session of 
Congress. 

General Harney will sail for the Pacific on the 
20th, and will have a force of 3000 men when all 
the contingents arrive. 





Suootinc a Bzar as was not A Bear. T. 
O’Brien, cook at Mr. Ware’s station, on the line 
of railway, Howard Settlement, was shot the 
other evening by the watchman at said station, 
and was brought up here on Thursday, very 
dangerously injured. We are told that no blame 
attaches to the watchman. It appears that he had 
seen a bear in the vicinity of the station some 
little time before, and had told O’Brien of it. 
On Wednesday night, the latter, thinking to have 
some sport, approached on all-fours in the dark- 
ness, managing to attract the attention of the 
watchman, simulating, as far as possible, the 
appearance and actions of a bear. The watch- 
man first cried out ‘*Who is there? I’ll fire!”’ 
No answer being returned, <he fired, and riddled 

or Tom considerably ; who then, feeling the 
joke had been carried far enough, gave tongue 
and let outhisidentity. [Woodstock Sentinel. 





Mait Rossery. The letter bag made up at 
the Bangor post office on Monday, Aug. 30, for 
Dennysville and places beyond—and which con- 
tained the letters from California—was stolen 
that night from the mail coach between Bangor 
and Cherryfield. No trace of it has yet been dis- 
covered. The robbery is supposed to have been 
committed by a fellow who was riding on the | 
outside of the coach and who pretended to be 
very drunk. It is thought that in his pretended 
lurches backward and forward he threw the bag 
eff the coach while passing through the woods. 
At the end of the woods he got offand nothing 
more was seen of him. tes 





Gorxe Away. We beliove the California fever 
is again raging in our city. Almost every day 
we hear of parties who are preparing to start for 
California. A party is now Organizing in this 
city for that poe composed of a number of 

oung men who have heretofore occupied prom- 
inent positions as business men. We regret very 
much to announce this fact, for California is al- 
ready overrun with speculation, and a person 
without any legitimate business, must make up 
his mind to work hard and fare poorly. The 
«‘Fraser River’’ excitement has had its effect, 
and thousands have gone to that State, who 
will return wiser in experience but poorer in 
pocket. [State of Maine. 





Fire rx Briveron. There were two fires at 
Bridgton, during the past week. The ery 2 
houseand barn of Mr. Joseph Brown, and the 
dwelling-house of Mr. Leonard Hanscom. Mr. 
Brown had erected his buildings the past sam- 
mer, and had not moved into them. 41s barn 
contained all his hay and oats. Mr. Hanscom 
saved nothing but a few chairs. 

















hree of the latter—Leonard Shock, Abraham 
Jelevan, and Robert Warren ; and the wounding 
of Geo. J. Crooks, Chas. McKinney and Roger 
McClure. 
The French were outnumbered and used guns. 
The murderers have not been arrested. 
Mr. Broderick proceeds to Washington over- 
land, before the assemblage of Congress. 
Sandwich Island dates are to July 24. Some 
newly discovered islands 800 to 900 miles south- 
west of Honolulu, had been annexed. 


From Kansas anp Uran. St. Louis, Sept. 10. 
Leavenworth dates of 7th inst., are received. 
The command under Major Ewing was to proceed 
to Fort Arbuckle: 

At the municipal election heid at Leavenworth 
on the 6th, great excitement prevailed, but no 
serious disturbance occurred. L. B. Denman, 
Free State Democrat, was elected by about two 
hundred majority. Lyman Scott, Republicin 
and Know Nothing, and Adams Fisher, Repub- 
lican, were opposite candidates. 

The Salt Lake mail had arrived, and was twen- 
ty-one daysen route. The Mormons were or- 
derly, and the government officials were attend- 
ing to their business. As soon as the Associate 
Judges arrived the trials for treason would com- 
mence. No arrests had yet been made. 

The Indians were very troubleseme about the 
city, and had killed several of the Mormons.— 
One family were massacred while moving South. 
Dr. Forney, Indian Agent, was out among the 
tribes, making treaties, and had thus far been 
successful. 

Engineers were locating the four posts on the 
western division of the mail route. 


Fatau Rattroap Accipents. New York, Sept. 
7. A collision between two cattle trains occurred 
at Fishkill on the Hudson River, Railroad this 
morning. Two cars were demolished, an en- 
gineer named George Hayward, and one drover 
were killed, and another man is under the ruins. 
Some others were injured, and a great many cat- 
tle killed. 

Cincinnati, Sept. 7. This morning a train 
passing over the Hamilton and Dayton Railroad, 
while crossing a turnpike at Cummingsville, ran 
into a carriage containing D. P. Fessenden, wife 
and two nieces. The carriage was smashed, and 
Mrs. Fessenden was caught by the cowcatcher, 
carried one hundred yards, and picked up dead. 


| The others were severely injured. 


Dayton, Ohio, Sept. 7. Two young men, sons 
of Dr. Ritner of this vicinity, in attempting to 
drive over the track of the Dayton and West- 
ern Railroad were ran into bya train. The 
younger brother, Louis Ritner, was thrown 
forty feet and instantly killed ; the other escaped 
slightly injured. 





Granp Firemans’ Muster. Worcester, Sept. 
9. The Second Annual Firemens’ Muster in 
this city, has been in every respect successful. 
To-day has been observed as a holiday—the banks, 
and many of the stores being closed. The vari- 
ous out of town companies, fifty-two in number, 
completed for prizes offiered by the department 
and citizens of Worcester. 

The playing was perpendicular. The Ist prize, 
of $400, was taken by the Edward Hopkins of 
Woodville, which reached the height of 180 feet ; 
2d, of $200, by the Rescue of Grafton, 162 feet ; 
3d, of $100, by the Pacific of Chicopee, 161 
feet; 4th, of $100, by the Blackstone of Farn- 
amsville, also 161 feet; 5th, of $75, by the 
Quinsigamond of Shrewsbury, 160 feet; Oth, of 
$50, by the Niagara of Lynn, 158 feet. 





Tue Fisnertes. Our Bank fishermen begin to 
come in, some with pretty good fares, but we pre- 
sume it is only the lacky ones who have started 
thus early. Accounts irom those who are on the 
old fishing grounds are not very encouraging.— 
Here and there a few vessels have found nooks 
not hitherto much frequented, and some of these 
have done pretty well ; but there is every reason 
to believe that codfish are getting scarce in the 
familier places of resort. 

The mackerel fishery seems to have been almost 
a complete failure, so far, this season—the num- 
ber caught being small and the fish small and 
poor. We trust something better may result 
from the fall fishing. [Provincetown Banner. 





Curss. By the Asia we learn of the termina- 
tion of the match between Mr. Morphy and Mr. 
Lowenthal, the former winning nine games to tne 
latter’s three, and three drawn. The Birmingham 
Festival commenced on the 24th of August, and 
the first section in the Tournament had been com- 

leted. Some of the accounts state that Mr. 
Morphy did not make his appearance, but a tele- 
graphic dispatch in the Manchester Guardian, 
giving an account of the Birmingham meeting, 
says that ‘Mr. Morphy (the American champion) 
performed his extraordinary feat of playing etghé 
games simultaneously, against as many players, 
without seeing any of the boards. Great interest 
was manifested in this extraordinary achieve- 
ment. Mr. Morphy won every game except the 
one against Mr. J. Kipping, Jr., of Manchester. 

Tue Crops. The weather during the past week 
has been very favorable fur promoting the growth 
of crops, and with a few more weeks of such 
weather, corn would be secured against frost, and 
our farmers would get more than an average 
yield of this grain. Man fields of oats are al- 
ready harvested, thrashe and one to market, 
and so many have been brought in, that the 
price has gone down to thirty-five cents, but we 
think they will not remain at the price long, 
since the partial failure of the hay crop, and the 
large number of horses in the country, will cause 
a demand for them at higher prices. Fruit is 
looking well in this vicinity and the crop of ap- 
ples bids fair we think to be larger and better 
than for several years, [Somerset Telegraph. 





Fire. Two barns belonging to Capt. Clement 
Skolfield, of Harpswell, were burned on Sunday 
night. The building were 34 by 32 feet and 30 
feet square. With the building were consumed 
30 tons of hay, nearly all the farming tools used 
upon the farm, including three plows, two very 
little worn, 30 turkeys, and 34 fowls ; a few tur- 
keys and fowls of the flocks were saved. There 
was an insurance of $50 on each barn, in the 
Harpswell Matal Insurance Company, and we 
understand that the above is their first loss. 

[Brunswick Telegraph. 





Eaton Grant. We are happy to say that this 
excellent tract of settling land, as well as Ply- 
mouth Grant, will probably come into the han 
of the State in a short time, and will then be 
opened for settlement. The proprietors are = 
ling to exchange and take lands not fit for sett - 
ment ; and at the last session of the Governor an 
Council, the Land Agent was directed to examine 


these tracts, and report them at the — 














